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The Mystery of  the Trinity

ÅGod

ÅJesus

ÅHoly Spirit (a.k.a. Holy Ghost)



The Mystery of  the Trinity

ÅCompared to an Apple

ÅThe outside peel

ÅThe meaty, fleshy part

ÅThe core

ÅThree distinct parts, but still an Apple!



Quick Survey

ÅHow many sermons have you heard on the Holy Spirit?

ÅHow many Sunday school lessons have you sat through on the Holy Spirit?

ÅHow many personal Bible studies have you had on the Holy Spirit?

ÅDo you think or feel that you have a exhaustive understanding of  the Holy 

Spirit?



Quick Survey

ÅWhy do we not òunderstandó the Holy Spirit better?

ÅIs it because the term in the KJV is òHoly Ghostó?

ÅAre we afraid of òGhostsó ðholy or unholy?

ÅIs it because we are afraid of  turning the Holy Spirit into some mystical 

object ðlike a genieõs lamp or voo-doo doll?

ÅIs it because other denominations teach it, and since we donõt agree with 
them on [insert topic], we canõt agree with them about the Holy Spirit?



Quick Survey

ÅIs it because we canõt òtouchó the Holy Spirit?

ÅIs it because the Holy Spirit is described as a òfeelingó and we are 

uncomfortable talking about our òfeelingsó?  (A safe synonym is òunctionó)

ÅIs it because a relationship with the Holy Spirit demands a certain amount of  

òspiritual intimacyó?

ÅIs it because the Devil does not want us to fully understand the true power 

and promise of  the Holy Spirit, and so he confuses us?



Who or What is this òHoly Spiritó?

ÅOld Testament (Judaism)

ÅThe Holy Spirit in Judaism generally refers to the divine aspect of  prophecy 

and wisdom. It also refers to the divine force, quality, and influence of  God 

Most High (Hebrew El Elyon) over the universe or over God's creatures, in 

given contexts.

ÅThe Hebrew language phrase ruachha-kodeshòholy spiritó is used in the 

Hebrew Bible (Tanakh) and Jewish writings to refer to the spirit of  YHWH.  

It literally means òthe spirit of  holiness.ó



Who or What is the Holy Spirit?

ÅOld Testament:  the term is only used in 2 passages

ÅPsalm 51 contains a triple parallelism:

Å10 òCreate in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.ó

Å11 òCast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from 

me.ó

Å12 òRestore unto me the joy of  thy salvation; and uphold me with a free 

spirit.ó



Who or What is the Holy Spirit?

ÅOld Testament: the term is only used in 2 passages

ÅIsaiah 63 (R.V.), read:

Å10 òBut they rebelled, and grieved his holy spirit therefore he turned to be 

their enemy, and himself  fought against them.ó

Å11 òThen he remembered the days of  old, of  Moses and his people, saying, 

Where is he that brought them up out of  the sea with the shepherds of  his 

flock? where is he who put his holy spirit in the midst of  them?ó



Who or What is the Holy Spirit?

ÅNew Testament:the Holy Spirit makes 2 dramatic appearances

ÅA òwinged doveó at the baptism of Jesus (Matthew, Mark & Luke)

ÅAs òtongues of fireó on the day of Pentecost



John 14:15-21

ÅòIf  you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another advocate to help you and be with you foreverñthe Spirit of  truth. The 

world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 

him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will 

come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 

Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, 

and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and keeps them is 

the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too 

will love them and show myself to them.ó



John 14:25-27

ÅòAll this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 

whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 

remind you of  everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.



Names of  the Holy Spirit

ÅAdvocate

ÅComforter

ÅCounselor

ÅHelper

ÅSpirit of  truth

ÅTeacher



The Parable of  the Duck



The Parable of  the Sailboat






